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Abstract

This article undertakes a conceptual analysis of the term 'knowledge'
(al-'ilm) to discern its meaning across different intellectual traditions. It
does so by conducting a comparative study among three major scientific
approaches: Peripatetic Philosophy, Islamic Thought, and Modern
Empirical Philosophy. The study examines the concept of knowledge
within Peripatetic Philosophy, which originates from a theoretical-
rational perspective that considers mental forms as the foundation of
knowledge. This philosophy divides knowledge into two branches:
theoretical and practical, and posits ethics as being linked to the
theoretical branch of knowledge or to wisdom.

It further explores the concept of knowledge in Islamic Thought,
represented by the foundational sciences of Kalam (theology) and Usul
al-Figh (principles of jurisprudence). This approach stems from a
practical-rational worldview that establishes ethics—such as justice and
truthfulness—as the very foundation of knowledge, thereby rendering
knowledge inseparable from ethics. Finally, the article addresses the
concept of knowledge in Modern Empirical Philosophy, epitomized by
modern natural science. This paradigm is grounded in an empirical-
materialist rational view that places ethics outside the scientific
framework, on the basis that ethical principles are not verifiable in a
laboratory.

Keywords: Knowledge, Ethics, Wisdom, Peripatetic
Philosophy, Kalam (Islamic Theology), Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic
Jurisprudence), Modern Philosophy, Logic, Experiment, Research Conduct.
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