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Abstract
Transcendent Philosophy (al-hikma al-muta'aliya), as a prominent philosophical school
established by Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla sadra), stands as one of the most influential
intellectual systems in Islamic philosophy. It provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding existence, knowledge, and praxis through the integration of reason, mystical
intuition (‘irfan), and revelation. This study aims to analyze the role of this philosophy in
shaping and developing the political thought of Imam Khomeini and to examine its impact on
the triumph of the Iranian Islamic Revolution (1979) and the structure of the Islamic
government's administration. Employing a methodology of document analysis and qualitative
analysis, the study examines the philosophical texts of Mulla Sadra (such as the Four Journeys)
and the political and mystical works of Imam Khomeini (such as Wilayat al-Fagih and
his Commentary on the Dawn Supplication), to elucidate the relationship between the
philosophical foundations of Transcendent Philosophy and Imam Khomeini's political theory.
The findings of the research indicate that the core concepts of Transcendent Philosophy, such
as the Oneness of Existence (wahdat al-wujid), Substantial Motion (al-haraka al-
jawhariyya), the Primacy of Existence (asalat al-wujiid), and the harmony of intellect and
revelation, played a fundamental role in formulating Imam Khomeini's political theory. The
concept of the Oneness of Existence, which emphasizes the unity of being and the connection
of all entities to the Divine Source, formed the basis for divine sovereignty and the unity of
the Islamic community in the face of despotism and colonialism in Imam Khomeini's thought.
Substantial Motion, which demonstrates the transformation and evolution of existence
towards perfection, was embodied in the theory of Wilayat al-Faqih (Guardianship of the
Islamic Jurist) as a framework for a dynamic and integrated government aiming to guide
society towards justice and spiritual perfection. Furthermore, the harmony of intellect and
revelation, an innovation of Mulla Sadra, enabled Imam Khomeini to integrate rationality
with Islamic law (shart'a), presenting a political theory grounded in religious texts while also
utilizing human reason.
Transcendent Philosophy was not merely a theoretical mainstay for mobilizing the masses
during the Islamic Revolution; it also played a guiding role in designing governmental
structures after the revolution, including the legal and executive institutions of the Islamic
Republic. By presenting a comprehensive vision that regards politics as part of transcendent
divine goals, this philosophy assisted Imam Khomeini in creating a political system based on
justice, spirituality, and rationality. This system, embodied in the Wilayat al-Fagqih,
constituted an indigenous model that connects politics with mystical insight and Islamic
ethics, leading to a profound transformation of the Iranian political landscape.
The study also demonstrates that Transcendent Philosophy, with its emphasis on dynamism
and transformation, was utilized as a tool to analyze and justify the Islamic Revolution, and
it contributed to creating a discourse that resisted materialistic Western ideologies and
stagnant political traditions. In conclusion, this study affirms that Transcendent Philosophy
was not merely a theoretical framework for the formation of the Islamic Revolution, but also
the cornerstone for the administration and continuity of the Islamic Republican system. It is
recommended that future research focus on the practical application of this philosophy in
contemporary policies and addressing current challenges facing the Islamic system, to
explore its potential in meeting present-day needs.
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